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Dates: 1964, Mumbai, India

Lives and works: The Artist lives and works in Mumbai

Education: Studied in 1986, B.F.A Sir ]J] School of Art, Mumbai

Medium of Work: Anju Dodiya is one of the few contemporary artists whose works
are essentially an extension of paintings. She uses a variety of materials for her
canvas, including mattresses and various fabrics, to create a feminine, theatrical
essence. With her background in collage work, she juxtaposes dramatic elements of
human nature through materials and faces in her canvas. Her works also feature a
consistently thematic exploration of the self.
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2010

Face off (After Kuniyoshi), Galerie Daniel Templon, Paris.
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To Let the World In: Narrative and Beyond in Contemporary Indian Art, curated by
Chaitanya Sambrani, Lalit Kala Akademi, Chennai.

Narratives of the Self, Gallery Espace, Delhi.

2011
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Bodied Self, a show curated by Ranjit Haskote, Sans Tache Gallery, Mumbai

In Conversation, sketchbooks and works on paper, a show curated by Gayatri Sinha,
Gallery Espace, New Delhi

2000
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Giving voice to the nayika she introduced and imaged in her inaugural solo exhibition at
Gallery Chemould in Bombay 1991, Anju Dodiya wrote, "in this other world, she suffers
only an artist's insomnia." In the subsequent 15 years, Dodiya has composed visual
poems tinged in shades of both night and day, effecting layered works that narrate a
balanced dualism of the unconscious. Though she adapts art historical sources as varied
as Japanese ukiyo-e prints, medieval French tapestries, and Kiki Smith's contemporary
figuration, the artist's own interiority and self-reflection are the primary catalysts for her
imagination.

Born in Bombay, Dodiya graduated from the ]J] School of Art in 1986, refining her talent
with watercolors while still a student there. Since then, Dodiya's exhibitions have unfolded
a textured, thoughtful story with an intuitively feminine orientation and an elegant
simplicity. After years of producing beauty with her watercolors, Dodiya tempered her
work in by drawing in gray for a 2001 exhibition at Chemould; she said, "I no longer
wanted to make the image so precious. I fought it with charcoal."

Dodiya's 2005 exhibition The Cloud Hunt initiated a series painted on mattresses,
reaffirming the artist's full-time preoccupations from all hours and adding a mythological
element to the tensions inherent in her vision. This material base cushioned the aggression
her protagonist would hope to inflict, reflective also of the inherent futility in the pursuit of
hunting clouds. The artist's first, self-titled solo exhibition in New York in 2006 developed
this medium further, visualizing the themes of sleep and night in some of her mattress-as-
canvas works.

With both monumentality and precise attention to detail, Dodiya staged Throne of Frost in
the darbar hall at Baroda's historic 19th century Laxmi Vilas Palace in 2007.
Complementing motifs and themes already present in the architecture, Dodiya's paintings



for this exhibition were set against rich, embroidered fabric and transformed into an
installation - a circular, group conversation dancing around carefully lain shards of mirror.

http://www.gallerychemould.com/artists-about/anju-home.html

The present lot, one of the first mattresses the artist painted, began as a portrayal of the
marriage of Shiva and Parvati, with their tresses entwined, albeit through Dodiya’s
characteristic dramatization of the self. As artist and surface interacted, however, the piece
took on a more personal aspect, echoing the artist’s concern with arduous escapes,
particularly from the violence of her own creative process. In this context, the artist
juxtaposes the restrained state of insomnia with the freedom of dreams in this three
dimensional piece, perhaps suggesting that the former is a necessary, albeit
unpleasant step in the direction of the latter. Here, Dodiya’s sleep has taken flight like
Shiva’s golden deer at the upper left, and the fingerprint-like whorls of the mattress’ velvet
surface encage the different iterations of the artist-protagonist in their sleepless labyrinth.
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Videos
Panel Discussion: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umhTPW9LQng
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2001 Indo-American Society’s ‘Young Achiever Award’ in
2000 nominated for the Sotheby’s prize

1999 Harmony award by Reliance Industries, Mumbai,
1989 she was also nominated twice for the Sotheby’s prize



